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PRESIDENT'S PAGE
HELP WANTED — MALE OR FEMALE

The Federation of New York State Bird Clubs has several immediate
openings for ambitious persons. Prestige is small and pay is non-existent,
but rewards in satisfaction and service are considerable. Apply to the
undersigned if you qualify for any of the positions described.

CONSERVATION REPRESENTATIVE: For service in the Capital
area. Must be diplomatic, persistent, and persuasive. Duti.es inv91ve
attendance at legislative hearings concerned with conservation leglsla~
tion and presentation of Federation point of view when required.
Immediate supervisor, Maxwell C. Wheat, Jr.

ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE: To serve as Kingbird finance chair-
man. Must be energetic in seeking advertisers, and in publicizing the
Kingbird and its advantages as an advertising medium. Age, sex and
location secondary.

CENSUS TAKERS: In every section of the state, preferably at least
one group in each member club. Duties will involve the management
of at least one breeding bird census in 1966. Immediate ‘supervisor,
Edgar M. Reilly, Jr.

If you do not find any position described above for which you feel
qualified, but you are interested in work, contact me anyway. Several of
our committees can use additional personnel, and a few of them shou!d
have members in various parts of the state. We have been fortunate in
retaining most of our key personnel, but we must begin to train new ones
in each area of responsibility. . ‘

Applications for employment will be accepted at any time, and posi-
tions will be offered after due consideration.

Allen H. Benton
State Univ. College
Fredonia, New York, 14063
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THE 1965 SAW-WHET OWL INVASION

TaoMAaSs H. Davis

I was quite amazed to find three Saw-whet Owls in my mist-nets on a
pre-dawn net check on October 3, 1965 at Tobay Wildlife Sanctuary. This,
I thought, was the earliest local record for this species. It was, therefore,
startling to hear of two earlier Long Island records, one on September 28.

Two weeks later on October 17 a similar net check revealed six Saw-
whet Owls. On this same date nine others were netted on Long Island at
two other banding stations. Subsequent inquiries indicated that this
invasion was not confined to Long Island. A banding station at Kent
Point, Maryland netted 29 Saw-whets during the night of October 16-17
and a station at Toronto Island, Ontario set the “world record” when they
netted 44 owls on the night of October 13-14. Audubon Field Notes (Vol.
20, No. 1) mentions one recorded on October 31 in northern F lorida, the
first for this state.

During the height of the Saw-whet invasion in October and November,
daily banding operations on Long Island failed to produce a single
“repeat,” a bird which lingered a day or more. This would suggest a
rapid migration, unlike landbirds which often linger along the coast for
several days after their arrival. By the beginning of December it was
noticed that many Saw-whets had found winter territories and could be
found from day to day in their same roosting spots.

Marine Region Migration

A total of 91 reports were received from September 28 to November
30. The three Long Island banding stations which left their nets up at
night caught 57 Saw-whet Owls, with no fatalities. Their totals were as
follows: Huntington (Dr. W. Lanyon), 12, October 10-31; Tobay Wild-
life Sanctuary (T. Davis, F. Schaeffer ), 14, October 3-31; Atlantic Beach
(R. Cohen), 31, September 30—November 30. Whether the owls were
netted while migrating or while hunting is not clear; one netted at
Huntington had a White-footed Mouse clutched in its talons.

John Bull's Birds of the New York Area (1964) mentions October 10
as the extreme arrival date for this species. A September 22, 1961 record
at Peekskill, N.Y. is labeled “casual.” His highest recent maximum is
eight (a mid-winter count) although he mentions 17 shot at Princeton,
N.]. on December 10-11, 1878.

Early Records: one found dead Sept 28, Jones Beach (fide John Bull);
one netted at Atlantic Beach Sept 30; three netted at Tobay Oct 3; one
found dead Oct 3, Tobay (fide L. Epstein); Central Park Oct 3 (R.

Sischel ); one netted at Atlantic Beach Oct 6; Pelham Bay Park Oct 9
(R. Cooper).
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October Maxima: peak Oct 17 (15)—six netted at Tobay, six netted at
Atlantic Beach, three netted at Huntington; Oct 24 (six)—one netted at
Tobay, three netted at Atlantic Beach, two netted at Huntington; Oct 30
(six)—one netted at Atlantic Beach, one netted at Huntington, one
found dead near Tobay (P. Doyle), three at Pelham Bay Park (R
Sutton); Oct 31 (six)—one netted at Tobay, five netted at Huntington.

November Maxima: Nov 4 (seven)—four netted and one seen at
Atlantic Beach, one found dead at Cutchogue (fide D. Puleston ), one at
Bronx Botanical Gardens (S. Stepinoff); Nov 10 (five)—four netted at
Atlantic Beach, one found dead at Far Rockaway (fide J. Bull); Nov 27
(six)—four captured and banded at Cedar Beach (T. Davis et al), one at
Rye (S. Stepinoff ), one at JBWR (E. Thompson).

Of the 91 reports received two were in September, 56 in October (two
found dead, ten observations, 44 netted) and 33 in November (four
found dead, 17 observations, 12 netted ). The most unusual record was
that of an individual which flew into a large open Pan American hangar
at Kennedy Airport and roosted in an open tractor engine!

Migration Elsewhere

From Eastern Canada south thru New England to the Middle Atlantic
States banders and birdwatchers commented on the abundance of Saw-
whet Owls. At Toronto Island, Ontario Charles Hopkins mist-netted 123
of these owls; his usual fall season total there is “40 to 50.” All told,
nearly 400 Saw-whets were recorded at the above areas from September
to early December.

The earliest migrant Saw-whet appeared at Monomoy, Mass. on Sept 8
(J. Baird) and another there on Sept 18 (W. Bailey). Other early
records from localities where Saw-whets do not breed include singles
netted at Block Island. R.I. on Sept 20, 22 and 24 (E. Dickerson) and at
Island Beach, N.J. on Sept 20 and 22 (fide M. Warburton).

By October 3 the Saw-whets had begun to appear nearly everywhere.
At the Toronto Island banding station 34 were netted Oct 3-7. No owls
were caught there during the following week of unsettled weather but
on Oct 14 they netted 44 Saw-whets. On Oct 17 the east coast recorded its
maximum numbers: 15 netted on Long Island; 29 netted at Kent Point,

Queen Anne’s Co., Md. (D. Bridge); and nine other sight and banding ;
banding took place at

records from Mass., N.J., W.Va. and Md. No
Toronto Island this day. The flow continued throughout the latter half of
the month—at Toronto they netted 18 owls Oct 18-23 and 15, Oct 25-29.

Further south at Island Beach, N.J. they netted 16, Oct 24-31. Also see

the Long island records above.
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Photograph by Thomas H. Davis

Saw-Whet Owls mist-netted at Tobay, October 3, 1965

November’s colder weather curtailed mist-netting operations and con-
sequently few Saw-whets were reported. However, it was apparent that
by. mid-November little movement was taking place. Richard Cohen’s
d:ally netting operations at Atlantic Beach recorded its last multiple owl
plght on Nov 10 (see Field Note in this issue). There was also a diminish-
ing number of observations after this date from all other localities.

Wintering Saw-whets

Ed Manners of Wenonah, N.J. has been studying wintering Saw-whet
Owls for several years by trapping roosting birds and color-marking
them. Although he was afield throughout the fall he did not find a Saw-
whet until November 25. It would appear that birds passing through
bef.(c)lre this dﬁte were }I:Ot present long enough to show traces of their
residence—pellets or whitewash. This is reflected
e hiog s is is reflected by the lack of repeats
Mr. Manners bands the owls at a strip of 1 % mi i i
. p of land 1% miles wide extend
- about 12 rfnles along the Delaware River from Bridgeport to Westvilllll(-:jg
N.J. In this area he marked four Saw-whets during the last week in
November, 26 in December, 13 in January, nine in February, and one in
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early March. In January he trapped a bird that had been banded at
Island Beach, N.J. during the fall of 1965 prior to October 5 (date
lacking). This total of 44 birds is not his highest; in his first winter
banding he caught about 60. He has never had a banded individual
return from a previous winter.

He finds the Saw-whets sociable, often occurring in small groups.
Individuals tend to roost in the same spot from day to day. Birds trapped
in late November and early December weigh about 80-90 grams, by late
February and early March weight has increased “about one-fifth” to
100-110 grams. Birds examined on Long Island during October and
November appear lean with little or no traces of fat. (T. Davis).

On Long Island the wintering Saw-whet population was high. Areas
at which Saw-whets were constantly observed, and their numbers, in-
clude: Jamaica Bay wildlife Refuge—one, possibly two; Central Park—
one; Jones Beach—seven reported on the Southern Nassau Co. Christmas
Count, Jan 2 (including one at Tobay); Cedar Beach-six or seven.
Other birds, possibly wintering individuals, were seen at Montauk, Wood-
lawn Cemetery and Pelham Bay Park.

It was tragic to note the large number of Saw-whets found dead along
highways. From December thru February in the vicinity of Jones Beach,
Cornelius Ward found 12 dead birds and Richard Cohen found four
others. Further inland few car-killed Saw-whets have ever been noticed
by Ed Manners. Perhaps this might be attributed to the differences in
habitat. Saw-whets might tend to fly at lower heights thru the low coastal
thickets than in forested areas further inland. Greater roadway conges-
tion on Long Island could possibly be another factor in the higher mor-

tality rate.

Summary

The 1965 fall invasion of Saw-whet Owls was easily the largest record- .,
ed for this species. Ninety-one birds were reported in the Marine Region §
from September 28 to November 30 and nearly 400 were reported from ;
Ontario south to the Middle Atlantic States from September 8 to early |
December. Of this latter figure about 285 were reported by banders 3
operating mist nets at night. The bulk of their migration fell between
October 3 and November 10 with a peak October 14-18 when 117 were |
reported from the above localities. By the last week of November most |
Saw-whets had established winter territories and could be found roosting 7
at the same places from day to day. In an area 12 miles long by 1% miles §
wide along the Delaware River in New Jersey, a bander captured 43 }
roosting Saw-whets from the last week of November to January 31. The ]
wintering population on coastal Long Island was also high, and many |

birds were found dead on the highways.
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BANDING NOTES ON THE SNOwWY OWL
Ricuaarp COHEN
The following table is a summary of the banding data on fourteen

Snowy Owls (Nyctea scandiaca) trapped and released on Long Island
or in New York City during the winters of 1963-64 and 1964-65.

Date Wi
53:8_7141 I(\)/' 0. Age  Sex  Banded Location Weight C’hzor:g
5051 — M 1/12/64 Jones Beach _ 420 mm
3 ggg—igggZ — F 3/14/64 Jones Beach 4 lbs 4 oz 440 ”
3 568:15053 Imm F 11/26/64  Jones Beach 4 1bs 2 oz 453 7
588150 4 Ad F 11/28/64  Jones Beach 4 1bs 11 oz 440
ee 15055 Ad M 11/28/64  Cedar Beach 3 1bs 4 oz 421 ”
568_1505? Ad M 12/20/64  Jones Beach 3 lbs 12 0z 410 ”
568:1 505 Imm M 12/20/64  Jones Beach 3 1bs 11 oz 390 7
e 58 Ad M 12/25/64  Jones Beach 3 1bs 15 oz 430
568—15059 Ad M 1/3/65 Bronx Co. 31bs 12 oz 412
5683?020 Imm M 1/9/65 Jones Beach 31bs 0 oz 412 "
8 150 é Ad F 2/13/65 Tiana Beach 4 1bs 113 oz 442
568_1586 Imm M 3/6/65 Water Mill 31bs 0oz 395
568-15 63 Ad F 3/13/65 Qrient Point 5 1bs 6 oz 435
15064 Imm F 3/22/65 Kennedy Airpt 51bs 3 oz 444

8613-85 St., Woodhaven, N.Y. 11421 {

Ageing and Sexing the Owls

'In the writer’s experience, attempts to age and sex the birds through
binoculars met with a minimum of success. The best criterion of sex in
the Snowy Owl is size, the poorest field character. Examination of speci-
mens at the American Museum of Natural History and check of pub-
lished measurements indicate there is very little overlap between the
sexes, females being considerably larger than males. Many erroneous
field identifications of sex are based on the darkness of the plumage.
Local field observers have been heard to identify dark-plumaged Snowy
Owls as females; others claim they are immatures. Similarly, light owls
are variously called males or adults. Females average darker than males
but there is considerable overlap in this character. The largest owi
banded (24” in length), # 568-15063, was an extremely light bird and
some males banded were darker. However, the very dark birds are
always females and a white owl is invariably a male. Between the
extremes, field identification of sex by plumage is not possible. In the
hfm.d,' a wing chord of 430 mm and a weight of four pounds seemed a
qJVIdlng line between the sexes. In combination with plumage characters
it was felt that a high degree of accuracy was achieved when using these;
criteria for sexing the owls. In a larger sample there would undoubtedly
be owls that could not be safely sexed.
The plumage of owls of the year averages darker than adult birds of

+ the same sex, but this is of scant value in the field because of the overlap
- between males and females. In determining the age of the owls two

criteria were used. The first was noted in Bent’s Life Histories of North
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