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AN UNPRECEDENTED CONCENTRATION OF SAW-WHET OWLS
Jan . Heese

On Cotober 16 and 17, 1969, Devid and Margaret Bridge were kind
enough to let me stand in for them at thelr Operation Recovery station
lacated st the tip of Henot Point, Queen Ampes County, Maryland. The
Bridges had other commitments this day and were not able to run their
station. Bob Pepper had been operating the station that week and Donsld
Meritt mpd I relieved him on Saturdsy morning, October 16.

There was a8 good flight of birds on Saturday; 205 Individusls were
captured and banded. Blue Jays and Myrtle Warblers led the list. The
weather was clear and & balmy TEY temperature was reached during the day.

Thet evening the wind changed from WHE at 10 m.p.h. to ENE at 18
m.p.h. and the temporature dipped to a chilly 5% during the night.
These wery favorable conditions provoked a terrilic Tlight of fall
migrante durlng the night and we were capturing goodly numbers of blrds
a8 early as two houre pricr to swwrise an the 1Tth.

Heading the list of the most common birds capbured on the 1Tih wers
the Myrtle Warbler, White-throsted Sparrow, Hermit Thrush, Scong Sparrow,
and cur subject—Saw-wiwet Owl. By the time the sun had finelly risen we
had removed an unproesdented 29 Saw=whet Cwls [A_n:gcliu.'j- acadicus) from
the migt nets. This is by far the largest number of Saw-whet Owls cap-
tured, at ans time, in Maryland. We were blesaed with the presence of
these persondble 1ittle bivds sll dey as they preferred not to fly far
when released. Instead they viewed us from nesrby tres branches and
low bushes, Several were recaptured by hand during the day for study
and photography by visitors.

We were kept so busy by the opslaught of other migrant birds thet
we could not epend as muach time with the owls aa we would have liked.
By the end of the day wo had set another record by capturing the largest
number of birds [459) ewer banded in one day at the Kent Point Oporation
Recovery station. 1 am sure that morning will be lotg remembered by all
the participante and the Bridges will probably never forgive ue for
having such 8 godd day at their 0. E. staticon.



